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The Coulter Foundation

• History
– Wallace Henry Coulter

• Co-founder and Chairman of Coulter ® Corporation, a worldwide 
medical diagnostics company headquartered in Miami, Florida.

– Inventor of Coulter Principle™
• method for counting and sizing microscopic particles suspended in 

a fluid.  

– Cornerstone for automating the labor intensive process of 
counting and testing blood.

• Significant contribution to hematology. 



The Coulter Foundation

• Funding:  two mechanisms

1. Early Career Translational Research Awards in Biomedical Engineering

2. Translational Research Partnerships in Biomedical Engineering
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The Coulter Foundation

Early Career Translational Research Awards in 

Biomedical Engineering

• Requirements
– PI full-time tenure track faculty member (or equivalent) with 

primary appt in a Biomedical Engineering Dept in North America

– PI must have received doctorate no more than 6 years prior to 
submission

– Academic rank no higher than Assistant Professor



The Coulter Foundation

Early Career Translational Research Awards in 

Biomedical Engineering

• Funding levels
– Phase 1

• $100,000/yr over two years (direct costs)

• 20% overhead allowed

• Research “translational in nature”

• Strong emphasis on clinical “unmet need”

• Strong emphasis on product development

• Fundamental research not desired



The Coulter Foundation

Early Career Translational Research Awards in 

Biomedical Engineering

• Funding levels
– Phase 2

• $260,000 over two years (including 20% overhead)

• By invitation only (based on Phase 1 progress)

• 5 out of 30 funded

• Collaboration with MD required



The Coulter Foundation
Translational Research Partnerships in 

Biomedical Engineering

• Big pile of $$$$ to specific departments

• $580,000/yr over 5 years

• Translational focus

• Funds provide for
– Individual projects

• note:  Asst Profs in Dept not eligible for Early Career grants!

– Coulter Project Director

• Chair is PI

• Oversight team
– Dept chair, medical school reps, CCTECHFunding levels



The Coulter Foundation
Translational Research Partnerships in 

Biomedical Engineering

• Funded departments
– Boston University

– Case Western Reserve

– Drexel University

– Duke University

– Stanford University

– University of Michigan

– University of Virginia

– University of Washington

– University of Wisconsin



The Coulter Foundation
• Universities

– Florida International ($5MM)
• Start up costs, state matching

– Georgia Tech ($25MM)
• Coulter alma mater, named dept

– Smith College
• Women in engineering support

– Westminster College ($30MM)
• Coulter attended briefly

– Clarkson University ($30MM)
• Long time interaction

– City College of New York
• Assistance after 9/11

– University of Miami ($13MM)

– Dillard and Xavier Universities
• Post Katrina assistance


