Dr. Michelassi Named President of the
Society of Surgical Oncology

Weill Cornell Medical College
and New York Presbyterian Hos-
pital are pleased to announce that
Dr. Fabrizio Michelassi, the Lewis
Atterbury Stimson Professor and
Chairman of the Department of
Surgery and Surgeon-in-Chief at
NYP/Weill Cornell Medical Cen-
ter is the newly elected President
of the Society of Surgical Oncol-
ogy (SS0), the premier national
and international professional
organization for the field. The
announcement was made at the SSO's 62nd Annual Cancer Sym-
posium in Phoenix, AZ in March, 2009.

Fabrizio Michelassi, M.D., FA.C.S., is an internationally recog-
nized expert in the surgical treatment of pancreatic, gastric, colon
and rectal cancers. He has pioneered the development of impor-
tant new techniques that ensure better outcomes and improved
quality of life for patients with rectal cancers and has written ex-
tensively on surgical treatment and clinical outcomes for patients
with colorectal and pancreatic cancers.

A prolific author of more than 200 papers, book chapters and
abstracts, Dr. Michelassi serves on the editorial board of seven
prestigious professional journals including the Journal of Gas-
trointestinal Surgery, Nature Clinical Practice Gastroenterology &
Hepatology, Surgery, The British Journal of Surgery, the World
Journal of Gastroenterology, the Annals of Surgery and Nature
Reviews Gastroenterology and Hepatology. Dr. Michelassi is
a member of more than 40 professional societies in the United
States and abroad. In addition to his role as President of the So-
ciety of Surgical Oncology, Dr. Michelassi has served as President
of the lllinois Surgical Society, the Western Surgical Society and
the Central Surgical Association, and as vice president of the In-
ternational Society of Digestive Surgery. He is currently the sec-
retary of the Society of Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, the repre-
sentative from the American Surgical Association to the Advisory
Council for General Surgery of the American College of Surgeons
and a director of the American Board of Surgery.

He has earned numerous awards for his innovative contributions
to advancing the treatment of digestive diseases, including the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Award, the American Cancer Soci-
ety Cancer Development Award, and the Distinguished Leadership
Award from the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America.
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